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1. Project Title: Multidisciplinary Certificate: Disaster and Coastal Studies (DCS) 

 

2. Principal Investigator: Meherun Laiju, Ph.D.; Tougaloo College 

 

3. Other Research Participants/Partners: Internal collaboration with Political Science, Psychology, Mass-

Communications, Sociology Department, and Natural Science Division 

 

4.  Short Project Description 

Multidisciplinary Certificate: Disaster and Coastal Studies (DCS) is a certificate program is housed in the 

Sociology and Social Work Department in the Social Sciences Division at Tougaloo College, a Historically 

Black College (HBCU). One of the program’s main goals is to diversify the Department of Homeland 

Security’s (DHS) workforce. Other objectives included: a) training interested students in the field of disaster 

management for local emergency management agencies and graduate studies; and b) creating neighborhood 

outreach training programs in collaboration with Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) to 

facilitate resilient community building.  

 

5. Abstract 

The Post–Katrina Emergency Reform Act of 2006 by Homeland Security set national preparedness goals for 

communities, which include developing the capability to prevent, protect, mitigate, respond to, and recover 

from threats and hazards. An increased demand for skill enhancement and career development has been 

sought in the area of Disaster Management to help achieve and implement the aforementioned goals. The 

reform act also calls for the development of collaborative strategies and interventions to better coordinate 

planning, preparedness, and response efforts at institutions of higher learning. The Interdisciplinary Minor: 

Disaster and Coastal Studies (2008-2015) implemented was an effort to address the requirements of the Post–

Katrina Emergency Reform Act of 2006. The minor has been modified into the Multidisciplinary Certificate: 

Disaster Coastal Studies and will be part of Tougaloo College’s curriculum beginning in Fall 2018. The 12 

credit hour DCS certification incorporates modified elective courses from Psychology, Sociology, Mass-

Communication, Political Science, and the Natural Sciences. The objectives of the DCS certificate are to 

provide students with a multidisciplinary perspective to understand the nature of disasters, organizational 
issues inherent in the management and planning, develop skills in Geographical Information Systems (GIS), 

and provide field experience through internships with end-users. The goal for students completing the 

undergraduate DCS certificate is to have knowledge and be prepared to work in the public sector (federal, 

state, county, or city government), private sector, or graduate programs in a variety of fields—including 

disaster management, public policy, public health, and social work.. The DCS certificate addresses the 

demand of federal, local and state government for trained professionals in the area of disaster management. It 

will also help to diversify the future homeland security workforce so that the leaders responding to disaster 

events are more representative of the vulnerable populations affected by disaster events. The neighborhood 

outreach initiative will offer opportunities for the community leaders and interested citizens to be trained as 

first responders, which will help in preparing resilient communities. 

 


